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Why Worry about Environmental Changes? 

ÅάIǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ 
ecosystems to sustain future generations can no 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘέ 

ÅάtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ-being 
requires wiser and less destructive use of natural 
assets.  This in turn involves major changes in the 

ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎέ   
ïFrom: UN Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005 
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Climate Change 

ÅTemperature: up 0.74°C in 
last 100 years 

ÅProjection: 2.4-6.4°C 
increase by end of 21st 
century 

 
Source: Lt// όнллтύΦ α{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪŜǊǎά ƛƴΥ Climate 

Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of 
Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Solomon, 
S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, 
M.Tignor and H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, 
USA.  
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Global GHG Emissions 
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Source: IPPC Fourth Assessment Report (2007). Synthesis report; fig 2-1 



What is the Role of Humans? 
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The Link to Gender Equality 

ÅAre men and women contributing to the problem 
in the same way? 
ïWho is responsible for emissions? 

ÅWill climate change influence the lives of men 
and women in the same way? 
ïWho will suffer the consequences? 

ÅDo men and women have the same opportunities 
to contribute towards solutions? 
ïWho will solve the problem? 

 

  
28/10/2011 Climate Change & Int´n Politcs 7 



Environmental Awareness 

ÅResearch from the USA on Gender and 
Environmentalism: 
ïParadox: While women showed greater concern for the 

environment than men, they were less likely to be active in 
environmental organizations or activities 

ïWomen more likely to change behavior as consumers (e.g. 
Recycling programmes, buy environmentally friendly 
products etc.) 
Å{ŜŜΥ hȊŀƴƴŜΣ IǳƳǇƘǊŜȅ ϧ {ƳƛǘƘΦ άDŜƴŘŜǊΣ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ 

Interest in Forest Certification: Mohai´ǎ tŀǊŀŘƻȄ wŜǾƛǎƛǘŜŘέ ƛƴ 
Society & Natural Resources, 12:613-622, 1999 
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GHG Emissions ς Gender Differences 

ÅMore men than women involved in management positions in 
big industries with high emissions 

ÅMore men than women involved in public decision making at 
international, national and local level 

ÅMen tend to drive bigger cars and are less likely to use public 
transport 

ÅMen are likely to include more meat in their diet, which is 
more energy intensive than a vegiterian diet 

ÅWomen are more likely than men to make decisions related to 
purchase of food and other items related to the day-to-day 
managment of the household 
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Examples 

ÅIn Denmark, men eat on average 139 grams of meat 
daily, while women eat 81 grams. Women eat greater 
quantities of fruit, greens, fish and cultured milk 
products 
ï (Danskernes kostvaner [Dietary habits in Denmark] 1995 ς 2006). 

 

ÅAttitudinal studies on food, sustainability and 
transportation show that women are more positively 
inclined toward environmental/climate 
considerations in their shopping  
ï (Danskernes kostvaner [Dietary habits in Denmark] 1995-2006). 
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Who Suffers the Consequences? 

ÅAlthough climate change affects everyone its 
impacts are more heavily felt by poor nations 
and communties 
ïCan magnify existing inequalities 

ïNot gender neutral (can affect men and women differently) 

ïPoor people are most vulnerable to the effects of climate change, and 
women are overrepresented among the world´s poorest people 

ïWomeńs responsibilities in the family make the more vulnerable to 
environmental change, which is exacerbated by the impacts of climate 
change. 
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Threat to Livelihoods 

ÅWater scarcity 
 

ÅSoil erosion (food 
security) 

 

ÅAccess to energy (e.g. 
Lack of firewood) 

 

ÅIncreased danger of 
natural disasters 
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Case Study: Senegal 

From interviews: 

Åά²Ŝ ǿŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ 
find wood. Our wells are 
empty. Goods for sale are 
ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦέ 

ÅOur land becomes idle. We 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ It 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǌŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǳǎŜŘ 
to beforeέ 
ï Dankelman et al (2008). Gender, 

climate Change and Human Security. 
WEDO 
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Who Will Solve the Problem? 

ÅWomen as negotiators and public decision 
makers 

 
ÅWomen as entreprenaurs & business leaders 
 
ÅWomen as manager of natural resources 
 
ÅWomen as consumers and managers of 

households 
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Networking - Example 

Ågendercc ς women for climate justice is the 
global network of women and gender activists 
and experts from all world regions working for 
gender and climate justice. 

ÅEstablished in Milan 2003 (COP 9) 

Åhttp://www.gendercc.net/metanavigation/ho
me.html  

28.10.2011 15 GET Programme 

http://www.gendercc.net/metanavigation/home.html
http://www.gendercc.net/metanavigation/home.html


The Green Belt Movement 

ÅWomeńs NGO, based in 
Kenya, established in 1977 

ÅTree planting => vehicle for 
empowering women 

ÅEmphasis on human rights, 
good governance and 
democracy and 
environmental protection 
 

 

Wangari Maathai 

Noble Prize Winner 

In 2004 
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