
 
Zonta International 

District 13 
 

Governor Kari Vieth 
Tuborg Boulevard 15, st. Tv, DK-2900 Hellerup  

!  +45 4586 2653 "  kvi@kl.dk 
 

Advancing the status of women worldwide 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Governor«s  info.  
 
No.  3. June 2009  
 

Dear Zontians in District 13 
 

The first year of the current 
Biennium has soon come to an end, 
and it is time to look  back, but also 
to the future. 
 
The District Conference and area 
meetings in Roskilde,  September 24-27 
th. 2009 
 
Welcome to the district Conference a 
in Roskilde! The board of district 13 
and the Roskilde Zonta Club hope to 
see many of you there in September.  
 
The district conference is the biggest 
event in the biennium, and a good 
opportunity to see old friends, meet 
new ones, network, have fun and 
discuss Zonta matters and strategies.  
 

According to bylaws article 13, 
section 10. ÒThe district conference 
shall be for the purpose of promoting 
the Objects and programs of Zonta 
International and to conduct the 
business of the districtÓ.  
 
I am very pleased, that President- 
elect Dianne Curtis will represent 
Zonta International at the 
conference. Meeting Dianne give us 
the opportunity to hear more about  
ZI«s  activities and work Ð but also 
to meet our next international 
president. 
 
We have chosen the title ÒWomen 
canÓ, as the scope of the conference.  
 

We will focus on how Zonta in our 
district has made a difference for 
other women, and we will discuss 
how we can improve the branding 
and visibility of Zonta.  
 
At the conference, we will also 
present three different women and 
their personal and professional 
careers: the entrepreneur, the 
astrophysicist and the adventurer. What 
motivates them, and can we learn 
from them in relation to our work for 
Zonta?  
 
These and other topics will be put to 
debate in Roskilde. 
 

Kari Vieth  

District Governor 2008 - 2010 
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The area meeting for Norway and 
Denmark will take place on Saturday 
the 26th, and you will get further 
information from your Area Director 
about that. 
 
The Conference will take place at 
the very nice Comwell Hotel. 
 
You can register without extra 
payment until June 22nd. If you 
want to have a room at Comwell, it 
is a good idea to book before that 
date. 
 
You can read more about the 
program etc. on www.Zonta2009.dk 
but also register for newsletters etc. 
here. 
 
The call for conference and the 
agenda shall, according to by laws, 
be sent out 60 days (by the latest) to 
the president of each club. I suggest, 
that you already now  consider who 
will be the delegate(s) of the clubs 
 
News from the District Board  
We held our second meeting in 
Iceland - in Zonta«s own house in 
Akureyri Ð where we received great 
hospitality,  and super cooking by 
local Zontians. 
  
Status from the district: There has 
been a raise in members, between 

Oct 2008 Ð April 2009, from 1218 to 
1234 members. This is very good  
under these difficult financial 
circumstances. All areas have net 
gained members. Lets hope this 
continues, as the board has set a goal  
of 30 new members net, for this 
biennium. 
 
We still have 44 clubs; Denmark 21, 
Iceland 7, Norway 12 and Lituania 
4.We hope to get 2 more clubs in 
Denmark. (Ikast and Skagen).  The 
new by law rules starting with 25 
members for a new club, is not so 
easy when you try to establish a new 
club, but we work on it. 
 
The only Golden Z Club in the 
district, has unfortunately been 
disbanned because they did not have 
enough members. One of the 
members has joined the Roskilde 
Club. 
 
The district still has 7 Clubs under 
20 members. The Goal is max.4 
clubs. Iceland has no clubs under 20. 
Well done Iceland! 
 
Three clubs have more than 40 
members; Copenhagen 1+3 and 
Reykjavik.  



 
Zonta International 

District 13 
 

Governor Kari Vieth 
Tuborg Boulevard 15, st. Tv, DK-2900 Hellerup  

!  +45 4586 2653 "  kvi@kl.dk 
 

Advancing the status of women worldwide 3 

 
News from Zonta International 
In april we got the information that 
the House at Randolf Street was  
sold. The price was 2.050.000 mio. 
US dollars, which is said to be a 
good price in a falling market. I 
expect that we will get further 
information about the details of the 
sale, in June.  
 
The ZI board has invited Zontiens to 
attend the Òribbon cutting ceremonyÓ 
for Zonta«s new office headquarters, 
on Saturday June 20. I am sorry that 
I cannot be there, but if any of you 
are in Chicago at that time, it would 
be a nice opportunity to visit 1211 
West 22nd Street, Suite 900, Oak 
Brook, Illinois 60523.  
 
It is relevant to mention, that the 
new HQ costs 100.000 US dollars 
less a year in rent, than the old one! 
 
ZI still has a condominium for sale.  
We will hear more about that 
situation later on.  
 
In May the Zonta International 
Board of Directors decided to 
appoint Maureen Powers as 
Executive Director of Zonta 
International, and Jason Friske as 
Deputy Executive Director. 
 

Maureen Powers joined the staff in 
May 2001 as the Director of 
Programs and Foundation 
Administration and was promoted to 
Deputy Executive Director in 
November 2008. Jason Friske joined 
the staff in January 2007 as Director 
of Member Records. We wish them 
good  luck in their new positions ! 
 
You can find a lot of more 
information about what is going on 
in Zonta on ZI«s homepage 
www.zonta.org 
 
If you donÕt have a password, I 
recommend that you get one. Only 
40% of  Zonta«s members have a 
password - and acces to a lot of 
useful information about Zonta. 
 
The district´s foundation ambassador 
Aud Aakre from Norway is the 
districts FA. The district board 
decided on the last meeting, to 
support financially her possibilities 
to travel, to visit clubs in the district, 
and tell about the international 
projects. She will of course be at the 
district conference in September, 
telling about international projects 
etc. 
 
The Foundation ambassadors are 
very important in getting support to 
international service projects, and to 
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raise money for ZIF. You can find 
Aud«s latest newsletter on the 
districts homepage, 
www.zontadistrict13.org 
 
Aud still reminds us, to Òsave a cup 
of coffe or tea for ZontaÓ. In a year 
this makes a lot of money! 
 
Area meeting in Iceland 
The district board and I participated 
at the area meeting in Iceland on 
April 18, in Akureyri. 67 out of 204 
members on Iceland were there. An 
impressive number of participants! 
 
Focus were on equal opportunities 
for women, violence against women 
etc. Iceland has recently passed a 
law forbidding men to buy sex. 
Special thanks to the arranging Club 
and to Area director Ingibjšrg 
Eliasdottir, who led the meeting with 
efficiency and professionalisme.   
 
Visiting Lituania  
In February I was in Lituania at their 
Area meeting in Marijampole. 
Thanks to AD Maryte Balkeliene for 
a well arranged area meeting. 
 
The Marijampole club celebrated its 
10th anniversary with great style.  
Many thanks to the Marijampole 
club president Audrone Slyteriene  
and the rest of the club. 

 
The Topic for the event was womens 
history in Lithuania through the last 
centuries. A history where lithuanian 
women in the middle ages, obtained 
many of the same legal rights as men 
Ð long time before other women did 
in the rest of Europe. 
 
I went back to Lituania in May for 
the 15 anniversary of the Vilnius 
club and their celebration of Zonta 
International«s 90th Anniversary. 
 
 I was also invited to participate at a 
Baltic seminar arranged by the club, 
and to give a speech about Zonta«s 
visibility and branding. 
  
Both arrangements took place, May 
23. The Vilnius Club is very good at 
branding Zonta, and had succeded 
inviting representatives from 
ministries, organizations, the press 
etc. Everything was very well done - 
and the party after the seminar was 
fabulous. The Vilnius Club told me, 
that arranging this event had been 
very important for the club spirit. 
 
 I belive they have the capacity to 
get more members Ð and may be a 
new club - being great lobbyists for 
Zonta. The club have decided to 
celebrate their anniversary by 
writing to 15 clubs in the district 



 
Zonta International 

District 13 
 

Governor Kari Vieth 
Tuborg Boulevard 15, st. Tv, DK-2900 Hellerup  

!  +45 4586 2653 "  kvi@kl.dk 
 

Advancing the status of women worldwide 5 

(names pulled from a hat) and invite 
them to closer contact about their  
Zonta work. I guess the 15 clubs 
already got the letter. 
 
 
Big thanks for this great event, and 
to the Vilnius club and its president 
Ina Dagyte. 
 
And I will of course not forget to 
mention Ramune Trakymine, the 
clubs«s first president and the area«s 
first AD. She too played a very 
important role in this celebration. 
 
As many of you know, several 
Danish clubs were very active in 
establishing the Vilnius Club in 
Lithuania. 
 
I wish you all a nice summer - and 
hope to see many of you in Roskilde 
in September. 
 
Best regards 
 
Kari Vieth 
 
Governor  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


